Outline for Phone Calls

This is written for the upcoming preview screenings.  A new one will be posted next week.

NOTE: This is not a “phone script.”  It should serve more as an outline for the discussion.  You'll have to listen and stay attuned to where the discussion goes.  If the person is hard to draw out, that's ok.  Ask questions.  If the person wants to talk a lot, that's ok too.  You don't have to answer every question—the main thing is to bring those questions with you to the film showing.  We should be warm and welcoming while serious about the mission of revolution.  Have at hand (to be able to refer to in the discussion) these two articles from revcom.us: Take This Film and Change Everything…Announcing the Film of Bob Avakian’s Speech: WHY WE NEED AN ACTUAL REVOLUTION AND HOW WE CAN REALLY MAKE REVOLUTION, and Putting Revolution on the Map:  Why You—and Everyone You Know Who Wants a Better World—Should Come to the Preview Screening of the Film of Bob Avakian’s Speech WHY WE NEED AN ACTUAL REVOLUTION AND HOW WE CAN REALLY MAKE REVOLUTION, plus details for preview showing in your city and how to RSVP.

[Keep notes on where the conversation left off, so you can pick up from there next time.]
The main point of the discussion is twofold:
A. to invite them to come to the upcoming Preview film showing and really make the case why they should be there, and to be part of spreading the word about the preview.

B. to learn their ideas and enlist them in the promotion of the online premiere of this speech, enlist them in contributing and raising funds, spreading on social media... and strategize with them about all this.  

______

Hi.  My name is ____.  I'm calling from [Revolution Books, the Revolution Club, etc] Do you have a minute to talk?

[If they say no, find out when is a good time to call them back.  If you can, let them know you want to invite them to an upcoming event.]

It's best to have a sense of where we met them, and say, we met you at xxx.  You may not know this.  If they don't seem to remember us, say you met us sometime in the last few months and gave us your number so we can stay in touch with you about the revolution.
____

The main point of the call:
I'm specifically calling to invite you to an event Saturday (or Sunday), a special preview screening of the film of a speech from Bob Avakian, the leader of the revolution.  The speech is titled: “Why We Need An Actual Revolution And How We can Really Make Revolution.”

There has never been a speech like this on these questions... until now.  And if you want to see a fundamental change in the world, it's something you won't want to miss.  

You may want to pause and ask, “what do you think of that title?”  Something to draw them out for a second... or ask, do you know about BA?  Or, would you like me to tell you more about the film?
Note: the point here is to learn some of what they're thinking and provoke them to want to attend... so if they ask a big, important question about revolution, invite them to come see the film where that will be addressed.

If they want to hear more you can tell them that BA gave a speech in several cites this summer that was filmed. This speech was not just for people already involved in revolution but for all those who are agonizing over the state of the world, all those need to know about and become part of this revolution.

The talk is in two parts.  The first, “Only an Actual Revolution Can Bring About the Fundamental Change That Is Needed” reveals the basic nature of the system we live under and the way, because of the basic rules of how capitalism operates, this system continually perpetuates intolerable outrages and unnecessary suffering for most of humanity. BA goes into why this system can't be reformed and why it must be overthrown.

In the second part of this, he speaks to How We Could Really Make Revolution.  He begins with the biggest question facing people who want a radically different world: Could the repressive powers of this system actually be defeated?  How would you lead millions at a time when a revolutionary situation and a revolutionary people arise to go all out to overthrow this system and put something far better in its place?  How this strategy depends on what we do NOW.  Avakian has broken through on the problems in understanding that have stood in the way of making an actual revolution, and keeping that revolution going on the road to the full emancipation of humanity.
If they say want to come, then ask them if they have ideas on how to build for it so others know about this... you can make the point that one of the biggest obstacles we face is that people don't know about this revolution, or Avakian, they don't know things could be a whole different way and they can be part of changing it... 
- ask them if they're on FB and can RSVP to the event and can invite their friends

- are they on other social media platforms where they can build this?

- do they have ideas on other ways and places to get the word out this week?

If they can't come, see if they want to schedule a time to come into the Center/Bookstore to see the film... you can explain that over the next three weeks, we're building up to a big online premiere and want to involve as many people as possible.  Do they have ideas on how this could be made a big deal between now and then? If they would like to set up a showing with others who they know who would want to see this.
Again, be ready for more back and forth on all this.
Finally, if they are interested in the film, in addition to strategizing with them about how it may be promoted, you should make sure that you leave time for this:
We have a lot of ideas on how this can reach throughout society, AND we need a lot more ideas and creativity.  But one thing we know is needed are funds.  We're going to need many thousands of dollars to really reach all those who are agonizing about the state of the world but have no idea there's a strategy for a REAL revolution.  And getting this everywhere can raise people's sights to the serious possibility of a radically different world.

Would you be able to make a donation towards promoting this speech?

[IMPORTANT: Be silent and let them answer.]
If they say yes, you can say “Thank you, that will make a big difference.” and let them know how to give.  (Make sure you note this so you can follow up on their pledge.)  If they say they don't have anything right now, but would like to give, talk with them about ways they can be part of raising funds, finding out if they'd be interested in that.  If they say no or are hesistant, ask them what their questions, concerns or differences are and then engage this if appropriate.
Finally, there may be follow-up things you said you would do off the phone call, i.e. send them a sample email to send out to their friends, text them a link to the FB event page or text them a graphic for other social media uses.

Make sure you do this as soon as you get off the phone and keep a log for the phone call.
end

